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I am pleased to report 
that despite tough times 
for law schools across the 
nation, WRLC continues to 
strengthen and expand its 
programs across the board. 
Student enrollment remains 
high, we have strengthened 
our partnership with Lewis 
& Clark and our outreach to 
natural resource user groups 
is ongoing across the west.

This year I’m so excited to report that WRLC moved onto 
the Lewis & Clark Law School campus. Greater proximity 
to our students is a huge benefit and is something WRLC 
has been working towards for several years. More of our 
budget will also go toward improving our programs and 
supporting extracurricular opportunities for our students. I 
am also pleased to announce that WRLC has been awarded 
a Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation grant to research 
and analyze ways to improve coordination of resource user 
input at the local planning levels, something that will be 
invaluable for various timber projects, sage grouse and 
wildfire management, and issuance of new forest plans 
under the 2012 Planning Rule.

Our staff and Board have worked tirelessly over the past 
year to expand our outreach and continue to present at 
conferences across the country to meet and talk with 
resource users and the local groups formed to protect 
their interests. Last year’s opportunities are too many to 
list here, but included WRLC’s presence at the Permian 
Basin Oil and Gas Conference in Midland, Texas, and the 
American Agricultural Law Symposium in Oklahoma City. 
Other new partners that deserve special mention include 
the Washington State Farm Bureau, California Cattlemen’s 
Association, California Farm Bureau Federation, Arizona 
Cattlemen’s Association, and the Harney County Farm 
Bureau. 
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WRLC has presented and spread its message and 
educational model further than ever this year, thanks to our 
Board, staff, and this wonderful community.

These folks—you all—are the individuals that are 
responsible on the ground for resource production and 
conservation and we are beholden to those generations 
of expertise. Our focus has been on making these voices 
heard at state and federal government levels and I, for one, 
am hopeful that those efforts will bear fruit.

WRLC Professor Scott Horngren 
Recognized by Oregon State Bar
WRLC’s very own Scott Horngren was recently awarded the 
Oregon State Bar’s Environmental and Natural Resources Law 
Section Leadership and Service Award. The prestigious award 
recognizes attorneys who demonstrate leadership, service, and 
outstanding contributions in the areas of environmental and 
natural resources law in Oregon and the Pacific Northwest. 
After beginning his career in the timber industry as a 
forester, during the last three decades as an attorney Scott 
has counseled the timber industry, counties, ranchers, and 
landowners on natural resource issues. Scott’s focus has been 
on protecting the interests of individuals and industries that 
depend on natural resources and defending smart public land 
management policies. Scott was also profiled in last year’s 
Capital Press newspaper (“Western Innovator: In defense of 
resource industries,” by Mateusz Perkowski). Scott is now 
teaching WRLC students to deftly represent natural resource 
interests by passing on his experience and knowledge to the 
next generation of attorneys.
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WRLC Case/Issue Highlights

Fremont-Winema Bull Trout: Grazing is set to continue on ten 
federal land allotments in the Fremont-Winema National Forest 
in southern Oregon, after a decisive victory for public lands 
grazing. WRLC intervened in the case on behalf of several 
ranching families to defend the legal validity of grazing.  The 
suit alleged violations of the ESA, the Clean Water Act (CWA), 

the National Forest Management Act/INFISH, and the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act. U.S. Magistrate Judge Mark Clarke in 
June 2016 issued an opinion upholding the grazing plans on 
all counts. Plaintiff environmental groups had argued, among 
other things, that “best management practices” for grazing 
approved by Oregon’s Department of Environmental Quality 
were insufficient to ensure compliance with CWA standards and 
that grazing had caused bull trout to vanish from ESA critical 
habitat. Despite “legitimate concerns” about the future of bull 
trout populations generally, Judge Clarke found that plaintiffs 
failed to demonstrate CWA violations or adverse effects on bull 
trout habitat from grazing.

Forest Planning Rule Update: Since the 2015 decision to 
uphold the U.S. Forest Service’s “Planning Rule,” WRLC has 
advised resource users on the impacts of the decision for 
future forest plans and project-level decisions.  WRLC prepared 
comments on revised forest plans for the Inyo, Sequoia, and 
Sierra National Forests in California, which are some of the 
first forest plans to be issued under the 2012 Planning Rule. 
It is imperative that resource users continue to engage at the 
forest plan and project-level decision stages to avoid further 
reductions to natural resource uses. Those reductions were 
telegraphed in the 2012 Planning Rule, which sought to 
establish by administrative fiat “ecological sustainability” and 
“ecosystem services” requirements on par with existing federal 
multiple-use mandates such as timber and grazing.

Point Reyes: Ranchers in Marin County, California who graze 
cattle on lands within the Point Reyes National Seashore 
administered by the National Park Service (NPS), found 

Welcome New Board Member:  
Brenda Richards

 
We are proud to welcome WRLC’s newest member of the Board 
of Directors, Brenda Richards. As an Idaho rancher and past 
President of the Public Lands Council, Brenda is well-versed in 
the battles faced by natural resource users and, conversely, the 
ways that ranchers are absolutely integral to maintaining strong 
communities, healthy economies, and productive public lands 
across the West. She will bring to the Board both her practical 
on-the-ground experience and a focused national perspective on 
the issues pertaining to public lands ranchers and other natural 
resource users.  

Together with her husband and three sons, she operated cattle 
ranches in Nevada and now in Owyhee County, Idaho, a central 
battleground over the Greater Sage Grouse. She also has 25 years 
of experience representing ranching interests on various boards 
and committees at the local, state, and national levels, including 
the Idaho and Nevada Cattlemen’s Associations, and the Boise 
District Bureau of Land Management Resource Advisory Council.

Elliott State Forest: 
WRLC has joined forces 
with alumni Dominic 
Carollo and Chris Griffith 
of Yockim Carollo LLP 
to defend Scott Timber 
Company and Roseburg 
Forest Products against 
alleged violations of the 
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Endangered Species Act.  The planned timber harvest 
is located on lands Scott Timber purchased from the 
sale of parcels of the Elliott State Forest in Oregon. 
The environmental plaintiffs argue that the harvest will 
result in the “take” of marbled murrelets, a threatened 
seabird, despite extensive surveys demonstrating that 
the species does not use the harvest area. Judge Ann 
Aiken of the District of Oregon issued a preliminary 
injunction enjoining the harvest and Scott Timber 
appealed the decision to the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals. WRLC is providing assistance to Yockim Carollo 
LLP for the appeal. One of the focuses of the appeal will 
be the appropriate legal standards to apply to requests 
for preliminary injunctions under Section 9 of the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA).
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2016 OCA President’s Award: 
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Student Highlights
Kristen Kortick (‘17): WRLC is excited to 
have arranged for Kristen to be the first 
ever Lewis & Clark Law School student to 
receive an internship at the Occidental 
Petroleum Corporation in Houston, TX. 
Kristen was also a recipient of a grant to 
attend the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law 
Foundation annual conference on natural 
resources issues in Colorado.

Tiffany Johnson (‘14): Tiffany participated 
in our field placement program working 
for the Oregon Farm Bureau.  After 
graduation, Tiffany began work at the 
Oregon Department of Environmental 
Quality. Tiffany was also recently elected 
to the Oregon State Bar Environmental 
and Natural Resources Law executive 
committee. 

Bryn Blomberg (’16): Bryn recently joined 
WRLC as its legal fellow.  Bryn has been 
lucky enough to participate in nearly 
every program WRLC offers, including an 
externship with the Oregon Cattlemen’s 
Association and as a WRLC student and 
law clerk.

Kevin Bergstrom (’16): Kevin recently 
accepted a position with the Portland-
based firm Rizzo Mattingly Bosworth, 
which focuses on complex litigation 
ranging from federal Superfund litigation 
and toxic torts to construction defect 
and personal injury suits.

Andy King (’14): Recently accepted a new 
position at Foster & Pepper. His practice 
includes environmental and natural 
resources litigation.

Will McLaren (’14): After clerking for two years at the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Oregon under Magistrate 
Judge Paul Papak and the Honorable Michael McShane, Will 
recently accepted an honors attorney position with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency in Seattle, WA.

Rick Grisel (’13): Rick recently accepted 
a position with the Oregon Department 
of Environmental Quality in their Natural 
Resources Division in Portland, Oregon.

In November 2016 the Oregon Cattlemen’s Association (OCA) 
awarded WRLC’s Executive Director, Caroline Lobdell with 
their President’s Award. The award recognized Caroline’s 
“Exceptional Leadership and Devoted Service to the Oregon 
Cattlemen’s Association.” The OCA has been a longtime friend 
and supporter of WRLC’s educational and natural resources 
issue-focused mission. As such, we are extremely proud to 
have recieved this award and know that it represents the 
many years of hard work between OCA and WRLC on behalf of 
Oregon ranchers.

themselves at the center of a lawsuit brought by environmental 
groups last year. The suit challenged the ranchers’ 
authorizations to graze cattle on rangelands used for over a 
century and which predate the area’s designation in 1962. 
The Center for Biological Diversity, and other environmental 
groups argued that additional environmental analysis was a 
prerequisite to continued grazing on the rangelands, and that 
grazing is not a permissible use under the statues governing the 
Seashore. This is a significant case predicting more litigation 
against the NPS.  WRLC intervened on behalf of the ranchers 
in order to ensure their seat at the table. We continue to 
zealously represent the seashore ranchers, their homes and 
livelihoods.

SB 838: WRLC is representing individual miners and the 
recently formed Oregon Mining Association in cutting edge 
litigation concerning Oregon’s Senate Bill 838. SB 838 
essentially imposed a moratorium on the mining of placer 
deposits (i.e., any water laid material or mineral) in and within 
100 yards of fish streams. Specifically, the bill banned all in-
stream suction dredging and other forms of motorized mining 
on certain streams and upland areas in Oregon from 2016 to 
2021. The moratorium applies to rivers and tributaries that 
contain any essential indigenous anadromous salmonid habitat, 
amounting to about 85% of the stream miles in Oregon. WRLC 
is arguing, among other things, that the state bill violates 
federal mining law and is thus an unconstitutional exercise of 
power in violation of the Supremacy and Property Clauses of 
the U.S. Constitution.
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WRLC Case/Issue Highlights (Continued)

Tyler Eastman (‘18) Tyler was recently recruited to be WRLC’s 
law clerk for the 2016-2017 academic year and is currently 
interning in Washington D.C. for the Department of Justice 
Environmental and Natural Resources Department.

John Richards (’18): John participated in a WRLC-facilitated 
externship with MSBT Law in Boise, Idaho, where he worked 
on national public lands issues for the National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association and the Public Lands Council. In addition, 
John presented a paper on the workability of private-federal 
land exchanges at the Oregon Cattlemen’s Association annual 
conference.



WRLC Corporate Sponsors
WRLC Board of Directors
OFFICERS

Tim Bernasek - Chairman 
Oregon Farm Bureau Federation
Dustin Van Liew - Vice-Chairman/Treasurer
International Association of Geophysical 
Contractors/ 3D Ranch

BOARD MEMBERS
Frank Erisman

Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt

Jim Huffman  

Lewis & Clark Law School (Emeritus)

Tom Insko

Eastern Oregon University

Betsy Johnson  

Oregon State Senator

Valerie Johnson 

DR Johnson Lumber Company  

Nikki Martin  

International Association of Geophysical 

Contractors

Roger Nicholson 

Nicholson Ranches

Brenda Richards

US Cattle

Bob Skinner  

Skinner Ranches

Sean Smith

Starfire Lumber Company

Rick Sohn

Umpqua Coquille LLC  

Doug Whitsett 

Oregon State Senator

Steve Wildish  

Wildish Land Company
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Given the current economic environment 
of natural resource based industries WRLC 
needs your help now more than ever. You 
can help WRLC in its mission to help 
natural resource users while training the 
extraordinary legal minds of future lawyers, 
judges, educators and politicians.

Aggregate Resources Industries 
Allen & Gibbons Logging
American Forest Resource 
Council 
Arizona Cattle Growers’s 
Association
Ash Grove
Baker County Farm Bureau
Baker County Livestock 
Boise Cascade
California Cattlemen’s Association
California Farm Bureau
Clackamas County Farm Bureau
Clark J. Guild Foundation
Colorado Public Lands Council
Columbia Helicopters 
Coos Curry County Farm Bureau
Coquille Indian Tribe
Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe 
of Indians 
DR Johnson Lumber
Douglas County Farm Bureau
Douglas County Forest Products 
Douglas Timber Operators
Dunn Carney
Freres Foundation 
Giustina Land & Timber
Giustina Foundation 
Grant County Stockgrowers
Haglund, Kelley, LLP
Harney County Farm Bureau
Harney County Stockgrowers
Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council
Hellyer Limited Partnership
Herbert Lumber
Idaho Cattle Association
Indian Hill, LLC

• Tell a friend about WRLC’s important work.
 If you know someone who works in a 

natural resource field or whose livelihood 
(which is most of us) depends on natural 
resources, encourage them to become 
involved with WRLC.

• Send our newsletter far and wide.
 Tell people about our website  

www.wrlegal.org or send them a copy of  
our newsletter.

Get Involved

Do You Need WRLC’s Help?
WRLC seeks cases and issues that allow students to build practical skills and learn environmental and/or natural resources law 
while advocating for natural resource entities.  If you have a potential case or issue please go to our website www.wrlegal.org and 
download a “Request for Legal Services Form” and submit it to us today! 

• Invite WRLC to speak at your meeting.
 Let us come and tell your group about our 

message. Contact us at 503.768.8500.

• Welcome a WRLC student to intern with your 
organization’s legal department.

• Tell us about your potential case or  
legal issue.

Interfor
International Association 
Geophysical Contractors 
Ireland Trucking
J Bar B Cattle Company
J-Spear Ranch
Jackson County Farm Bureau
Justesen Ranch
Key Knife
Klamath County Farm Bureau
Krebs Sheep Company
Laird Ranch
Lake County Stockgrowers 
Lively Ranch
Lone Rock Timber
Malheur County Farm Bureau
Marion County Farm Bureau
Montana Stockgrowers Ass’n
MSBT Law
National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association 
Nevada Cattlemen’s Association
Nicholson Ranches
NW Farm Credit Services
O’Leary Ranch
Oregon Cattlemen’s Association
Oregon Community Foundation
Oregon Concrete & Aggregate 
Producers Association 
Oregon Farm Bureau
Oregon Women for Agriculture
Oregonians for Food & Shelter
Outlaw Industrial 
Pendleton Ready Mix
Porter Yett
Public Lands Council
Rafter Cross Cattle Company

Board commitment to WRLC’s mission is uncompromising and is demonstrated by  
100% board contribution to WRLC. 

• Make a financial contribution to WRLC
 Your tax deductible donation is 

essential to the continuation of this 
important work.

Rizzo Mattingly Bosworth 
Rockin Four Ranch
Rolfe Law Office
Rosboro
Roseburg Forest Products
Samuel Johnson Foundation
Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt
SDS Lumber Company 
Seneca Jones Timber
Sierra Pacific Industries
Silver Butte Timber 
Simplot
Skinner Ranches
Starfire Lumber
Starker Forests
Stimson Lumber
Stormfield Vineyard
Sun Beef Ranch
Swanson Group
Teevin Bros.
Three D Ranch
Tillamook County Farm Bureau 
Umatilla – Morrow County Farm 
Bureau
Union County Farm Bureau
Utah Cattlemen’s Association
Wasco County Farm Bureau
Washington County Farm Bureau
Washington Cattlemen’s 
Association
West Coast Resources 
Wildish Sand & Gravel
Windsor Rock Products 
Withers Ranch
Wyoming Stock Growers
Yamhill County Farm Bureau
Yockim Carollo 


