
Western Resources Legal Center 
Training Legal Advocates to Represent Natural Resource Users 

Mining Industry Applauds WRLC

OCAPA Chairman Supports WRLC

By Steve Wildish, WRLC Chairman

The Oregon Concrete & Aggregate 
Producers Association (“OCAPA”) 
is a professional trade organization 
dedicated to promoting and advancing 
the construction materials industry. 
Many OCAPA producer members are in 
the aggregate mining industry and all 
participate in one or more disciplines 
including the manufacture or supply 
of aggregates, asphalt, concrete or 
cement.  OCAPA provides legislative, 
regulatory and educational support to its 
membership.  

Given the growing number of complex 
legal issues facing the construction 
materials industry, the Western Resources 
Legal Center (“WRLC”) could not have 
come about at a better time.  Besides 
the possibility of providing legal support, 
WRLC fills a critical need by educating 
aspiring attorneys about the challenges 
facing our natural resource industries.  
The remarks reprinted below by OCAPA 
Chairman, Dave Bull, the Western 
Oregon Division President of Knife 
River Corp., show the enthusiasm and 
support that OCAPA and the construction 
materials industry have for WRLC.
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By dave Bull, chairman of Oregon 
Concrete & aggregate Producers 
association

I recently had the pleasure of attending 
a reception for the Western Resources 
Legal Center hosted by the Wildish 
Companies at their office in Eugene. 
Following the introduction by Steve 
Wildish, it was insightful to hear from 
James Huffman, former dean of the 
Lewis and Clark Law School and current 
professor and board member for WRLC.

US News and World Report has named 
Lewis and Clark the top environmental 
law program in the nation 8 times since 
1997, and many of our regional and 
national future leaders will come through 
this educational program. In keeping 
with its environmental reputation, 
Lewis and Clark Law School hosts an 
environmental defense center and one 

of the most successful environmental 
law clinics in the country, both of which 
advocate to limit the use of natural 
resources.

Many of the students of this Law 
School develop a bias against natural 
resource industries that will shape their 
perspectives throughout their careers. 
The establishment of the WRLC, a 
legal center which actually trains legal 
advocates to represent natural resource 
users, is a pioneering work in the United 
States.

I was impressed with Caroline Lobdell, 
executive director and supervising 
attorney for the WRLC, as she described 
the first year of operation of the center. 
But the stars of the evening were the 
student interns of the program, who 
traveled to this event to share their 
experiences.

Steve Wildish
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The students are bright, articulate, and 
many have come from summer or family 
jobs in timber or other natural resource 
industries. It was easy for me to imagine 
these students twenty years from now 
heading a government agency, serving 
as a judge, or operating a law firm that 
would skillfully represent the interests of 
our industry.

I arrived at this reception with a limited 
understanding of what the Western 
Resource Legal Center was, and what 
the benefit to our industry would be. 
But I quickly caught the vision through 

the presentations of the faculty and 
students. My company may never 
benefit from the actual assistance of 
this group in a legal battle. But our 
industry will most certainly benefit over 
the years from having the most talented 
law students in the country exposed to 
balanced, thoughtful intercourse over the 
use of natural resources.

If you are like me, you spend the 
majority of your time addressing the 
urgent daily issues that bombard you. 
But successful people and successful 
industries find the time and energy to 

WRLC Successfully  
Reaches Law Students
• First, and currently the only, clinical 

legal program in the country teaching 
law students how to advocate for natural 
resource industries.

• WRLC turns away 50% of its applicants 
each semester.

• WRLC student enrollment doubled during 
its second and third semesters and past 
students sought creative ways to continue 
involvement with the program.

• Lewis and Clark recognizes WRLC as an 
exciting practical skills opportunity for 
law students.

• Several top WRLC students have received 
prestigious job placements and are 
actively defending natural resource 
industries.

sow seeds for the future even in the 
midst of the urgent demands of the 
day. and i left the WRLC reception that 
night thinking that i had just witnessed 
something that would have a profound 
impact in the long view for our industry.

I encourage you to learn more about this 
program. I encourage you to support 
the program financially if you are able, 
to enlist students and faculty from 
this program to speak at forums that 
would give them greater visibility, to do 
whatever you can to support the Western 
Resource Legal Center through its 
vulnerable infancy.

By Caroline Lobdell, executive director

WRLC is actively 
Representing Natural 
Resource industries
• Litigating on behalf of ranchers 

and timber interests to intervene in 
cases filed by environmental groups 
challenging federal agency action.

• Evaluating the Forest Service’s decision 
to maintain late successional reserves in 
fire prone forests where management of 
the mature timber is needed to reduce 
and control fires.  

• Holding the Forest Service accountable 
under the ESA by litigating for the fair 
application of the Endangered Species 
Act – in the context of wild horse 
management before preclusion of legal 
activities such as cattle grazing.   

• Intervening on behalf of various 
agriculture interests in a case affecting 
millions of acres of land and all natural 
resource use.

• Helping mining interests evaluate 
potential challenges to permit denials.  

WRLC at a Glance

Caroline Lobdell

WRLC Moves Into 
New Office
WRLC recently moved into new 
office space generously donated 
by the American Forest Resource 
Council. The new office is located 
at: 5100 SW Macadam Avenue, 
Suite 350, Portland, OR 97239. 



Nikki Campbell

Tim Bernasek 

WRLC Students Thrive 
Nikki Campbell awarded Prestigious Scholarship 

last July, WRLC partially sponsored 
Nikki’s attendance at the Annual Rocky 
Mountain Mineral Law Institute in San 
Francisco.  

“WRLC has opened so many doors and 
connections for me.  This has honestly 
been the most inspiring thing that I 
have done in law school.  It is exciting 
to be involved in real cases working with 
clients’ real concerns to both maintain 
the environment and protect responsible 
resource use and development.”  
– Nikki Campbell

In her last year of law school Nikki will 
clerk for WRLC and continue her goal of 
learning to advocate on behalf of natural 
resource industries.  

former WRLC Student Blossoms 
Former student Dominic Carollo 
completed a year-long program with 
WRLC in 2008.  With WRLC’s help, 
Dominic was able to land a competitive 
clerkship with the law firm of Dunn 
Carney Allen Higgins and Tongue. 
After completing his clerkship on 
environmental litigation Dominic went 
on to pass the Oregon bar.  Today he is 
an attorney with Dunn Carney practicing 
natural resource law.  “I feel fortunate 
to have been able to hire one of WRLC’s 
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dominic Carollo

top students.  The legal skills and 
preparation that WRLC provided to 
Dominic have clearly helped him make 
the transition from a great law clerk to 
an excellent practicing attorney,” said 
Dunn Carney, partner and supervising 
attorney Elizabeth Howard.

WRLC has opened doors for 
approximately 70% of its students to 
the legal community of natural resource 
advocates.  

WRLC Student Receives first externship with dunn Carney
Portland law firm Dunn Carney has announced its first ever externship with WRLC 
student Hollie Lund.  This externship with Dunn Carney represents a pioneering 
collaborative effort between Dunn Carney, the Oregon Farm Bureau and the Lewis and 
Clark Law School.  It is just one example of how WRLC provides unprecedented access 
to opportunities for interested students. Unlike summer associates, these externs receive 
academic credit rather than compensation for their services.  This is particularly exciting 
for a WRLC student given that Dunn Carney has a very active natural resource and 
agriculture practice group.  Hollie will gain additional exposure to agriculture legal issues 
whether they be those faced by an individual grower or larger industry issues faced by 
their association clients like the Oregon Farm Bureau.  “I am looking forward to working 
with Hollie next term and I think the externship will be a win-win for Hollie, WRLC and 
our clients,” said Tim Bernasek.  Tim is a natural resources attorney with Dunn Carney 
and will act as the supervising attorney for the externship.  

Nikki started Lewis and Clark Law School 
in the fall of 2007 and completed WRLC’s 
clinical internship her second year of law 
school.  Following WRLC’s program Nikki 
accepted a summer position as a Legal 
Intern with the State of Alaska’s Division 
of Mining, Land and Water.

While completing WRLC’s clinical 
internship, Nikki was awarded the 
prestigious Rocky Mountain Mineral Law 
Foundation scholarship for her final year 
of law school. Of true significance, Nikki 
is the first Lewis and Clark Law School 
student in over a decade to receive 
this honor.  Nikki’s experience and 
recommendation from WRLC helped set 
her apart from other candidates.  Also, 



WRLC Takes on High Profile National Case
Western Resources Legal Center Takes On Sage Grouse 
Case for PLC
The Public Lands Council (PLC) will be represented by the Western Resources Legal 
Center (WRLC) on a case involving the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The Western 
Resources Legal Center, associated with the Lewis and Clark law school in Portland, 
Ore., is the nation’s only hands-on training program specializing in legal advocacy for 
natural resource users. The center’s primary purpose is to provide law students with an 
opportunity to develop practical legal skills and specific knowledge of natural resources 
and environmental laws through the legal representation of natural resource users.

The WRLC will assist PLC to intervene on behalf of BLM on a case brought against BLM 
by environmental groups. The case challenges BLM range, mineral development, and 
vegetation treatment decisions in Idaho and Nevada under the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), Clean Water Act (CWA), Federal Land Policy and Management Act 
(FLPMA), and other statutes for failure to adequately consider the impact of these 
decisions on sage grouse habitat.  

“The Bureau of Land Management is tasked with meeting its responsibilities to wildlife 
while still supporting ranching,” says Jeff Eisenberg, Executive Director of PLC. “Their 
decisions on the sage grouse habitat reflect that dual priority. If these decisions are 
overturned, it could harm Western ranchers and their ability to raise cattle for our 
nation.” 

“This case affects millions of acres of land and many ranching families in Idaho 
and Nevada,” says Caroline Lobdell, Executive Director of WRLC. “Not only is it 
an important case, but it also gives our students critical experience in federal land 
management decisions  under conventional environmental statutes, and more obscure 
provisions such as appropriation riders.”  

“We are very excited to have WRLC on our case,” says Eisenberg. “Their assistance will 
be crucial in securing a favorable decision for America’s farmers and ranchers.”  

National Cattlemen’s Beef Association’s Capitol Concerns Newsletter 2009.
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Given the current economic environment 
of natural resource based industries 
WRLC needs your help now more than 
ever. You can help WRLC in its mission 
to help natural resource users while 
training the extraordinary legal minds of 
future lawyers, judges, educators and 
politicians.

• Make a financial contribution to WRLC.
 Your tax deductible donation is essential 

to the continuation of this important 
work. 

• Tell a friend about WRLC’s important work.
 If you know someone who works in a 

natural resource field or whose livelihood 
(which is most of us) depends on natural 
resources, encourage them to become 
involved with WRLC.

Get Involved

Do You Need WRLC’s Help?
The center seeks cases and issues that allow students to build practical skills and learn environmental and/or natural resources law 
while advocating for natural resource entities.  If you have a potential case or issue please go to our website www.wrlegal.org and 
download a “Request for Legal Services form” and submit it to us today! 

• Send our newsletter far and wide.
 Tell people about our website  

www.wrlegal.org or send them a copy  
of our newsletter.

• Invite WRLC to speak at your meeting.
 Let us come and tell this important 

message to your group. Contact us at 
503.222.0628.

• Tell us about your potential case or  
legal issue.


